
 

 



 

 

Greetings                             New to Plymouth? Let us know with this link 

 

Prelude 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                                   arr. Jason Krug 

 

*Call to Worship (Bold text read in unison when prompted)                    

Leader: Where crooked roads need straightening, 

People: prepare the way for the Lord. 

Leader: Where people walk in darkness, 

People: prepare the way for the Lord. 

Leader: Where busy lives need stilling, 

People: prepare the way for the Lord. 

Leader: Where people shout in the wilderness, 

People: prepare the way for the Lord. 

Leader: And now, in this place among your people gathered, 

All:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

*Hymn                                                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Em-man-u-el, and  ran-som cap-tive Is-ra-el, 

that mourns in lone-ly ex-ile here un-til the Son of God ap-pear. 

Re-joice! Re-joice! Em-man-u-el shall come to thee, O Is-ra-el. 
 

O come thou Wis-dom from on high,  

em-brac-ing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beau-ty come and stay;  

teach us your will and guide our way. 

Re-joice! Re-joice! Em-man-u-el shall come to thee, O Is-ra-el. 
 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Si-nai’s height 

in an-cient times you gave the law in cloud, and maj-es-ty, and awe. 

Re-joice! Re-joice! Em-man-u-el shall come to thee, O Is-ra-el. 
 

O come, O Branch of Jes-se, free your own from Sa-tan’s tyr-an-ny; 

from depths of hell your peo-ple save,  

and give them vic-t’ry o’er the grave. 

Re-joice! Re-joice! Em-man-u-el shall come to thee, O Is-ra-el. 

Liturgy for the Celebration of Worship
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* If you are able to do so comfortably, please stand. 

https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/welcome


 

 

*Prayer of Invocation (Join in reading)              

Shepherding God, 

guide us through this season of anticipation and hope. 

Restore the hope this season offers, 

that we might lift our voices with strength and joy! 

Straighten the crooked paths, 

that we might walk in your ways. 

Level the rocky ground, 

that we might prepare for your arrival in our world. 

In Christ's name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                           Ron and Su Johnson  

 Light  one 

Children’s Hymn                                               “Jolly Old St. Nicholas” 

Jolly Old St. Nicholas we greet you today. 

You are such a special guest, please come in and stay. 

Each December we await this great day of cheer. 

It brings joy and happiness, we are glad you’re here. 
 

Jolly Old St. Nicholas, help us be like you – 

being kind to young and old, shown in all we do. 

Holy, happy, gentle man, now the stories told, 

we now read and share with all your great legends bold. 

 

Children’s Celebration                                                           St. Nicholas 

 

Word through Music                

“Creator of the Stars of Night”                                               Michael Burkhardt 



 

 

6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, 

“O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and 

the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should es-

tablish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine 

or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of li-

ons. 8 Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot 

be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be 

revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict. 
 

10 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go 

to his house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to 

get down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as 

he had done previously. 11 The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and 

seeking mercy before his God. 12 Then they approached the king and said con-

cerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays 

to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown 

into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the 

law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they respond-

ed to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O 

king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a 

day.” 
 

14 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was deter-

mined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue 

him. 15 Then the conspirators came to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, 

that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the 

king establishes can be changed.” 
 

16 Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the 

den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, 

deliver you!” 17 A stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the 

king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing 

might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and 

spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
 

19 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. 20 When 

he came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Dan-

iel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to 

deliver you from the lions?” 21 Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live forev-

er! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not 

hurt me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I 

have done no wrong.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that 

Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 

kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 The king 

Scripture Reading                                                         Daniel 6:6-27 



 

 

gave a command, and those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into 

the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. Before they reached the bot-

tom of the den the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout 

the whole world: “May you have abundant prosperity! 26 I make a decree, that in all 

my royal dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 
 

For he is the living God, 

    enduring forever. 

His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 

    and his dominion has no end. 

27 He delivers and rescues, 

    he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; 

for he has saved Daniel 

    from the power of the lions.”.  

Sermon Hymn                                        “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 



 

 

Sermon                                                                        Rev. Lyle Seger 

 

Call to Offering                                             

(If you are viewing this bulletin digitally, use this link to give . If not, go to plymouth-

lawrence.com and find the “GIVE” button located at the top of the  page, or send 

checks to Plymouth Church at 925 Vermont Street, Lawrence, Kansas, 66044.) 

 

Offertory    

“Be Still and Consider”                                                                     Larry Nickel                                                                        
 

*Doxology (Join in singing)                      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below; 

 praise God above, you heavenly host; 

 praise God, and Christ and Holy Ghost.  

 

*Prayer of Dedication  

 

*Plymouth Covenant (Join in reading) 

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus,  

we unite for the worship of God, and the service of all.  

We seek to know the will of God and to walk in God's ways,  

made known or to be made known to us;  

to love one another; to proclaim the Gospel to all the world;  

to work and pray for the progress of knowledge,  

the promotion of justice, the reign of peace,  

and the realization of our shared humanity.  

And we look with faith for the triumph of righteousness  

and the gift of life eternal. Amen.  

https://www.plymouthlawrence.com/donation-page


 

 

Call to Prayer (When prompted, read bold text and join in singing.) 

Leader:    The Lord be with you, 

People:    and also with you. 

Join in Singing: “Creator of the Stars of Night” (vs. 1) 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

(Have a prayer request? Let our pastors know. Use this link to send your 

prayer requests to us and let us know if you would like them mentioned 

during next week’s service) 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Join in reading) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Response to Prayer                     “Creator of the Stars of Night” (vs. 2) 

https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/ae0002


 

 

Text: ©1967, Willard F. Jabusch. All rights reserved. Administered by OCP. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A715821 . 

*Hymn                                                              “Jesus Comes in Glory”                                     



 

 

*Benediction 

 

Congregational Response (people seated and singing)

God be with you till we meet again. 

Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

With a Shepherd’s care enfold you: 

God be with you till we meet again. Amen. 

 

Plymouth Chimes 

 

Postlude   

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                  arr. Sandra Eithun 
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Liturgist 
Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman 

 

Minister of Music & Fine Arts  
Kim Manz 

 

Children’s Message Leader 
Susan Anderson & 

St. Nick (Alan Anderson) 
 

Hymn Leader & Soloist 
Genée Figuieras 

 

Handbell Ringers 
Genée Figuieras 
Johannah Cox 

Su Johnson 
Judy Kettle 

 

Clarinet 
Johannah Cox 
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Today’s Chancel Flowers are given by Cindy West  
in honor of Judith Galas’ birthday. 

 

Chancel Flowers


