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The 

 

 From here. V I EW  By Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman 

A  full generation. That’s how long God’s 

people spent wandering in the wilder-

ness. A full generation. That’s how long 

God’s people spent in exile in Babylon, 

residents in a foreign land, separated 

from every familiar thing.  I am deeply 

hopeful we will not spend a full generation 

in this wilderness of pandemic, exiled in a 

land where cities burn and black lives 

don’t seem to matter. I expect to see a 

vaccine and effective treatment for COVID-

19. I expect to see justice for George Floyd 

and Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery.  I 

don’t expect us to live in this wilderness 

exile forever, but I can’t imagine how we’ll 

ever return to the way things used to be.   
 

After a full generation in the wilderness, 

God’s people were different. The wilder-

ness sloughed off their old ways of being.  

They let go of the false comfort of meat 

from Pharaoh’s table.  They learned to like 

manna.  I imagine the children born and 

raised in the wilderness had a shine on 

them.   
 

After a generation in exile, God’s people 

returned home carrying books filled with 

sacred stories, carefully recorded.  The 

story of their life with God, written down so 

no one would ever forget: we have a 

name, a home, and a promise. They 

taught their children never to forget.  
 

I don’t expect us to live a full generation in 

this heart-breaking place. I do expect we 

will be changed. We will return home to a 

land some of us won’t recognize: a land  

► 
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where our president threatens us with military force; 

a great nation unable to adequately care for our sick 

and dying; a country where the last illusions about 

racism have fallen apart.  We may return home and 

find that home is changed.  It isn’t the place we re-

member because we aren’t the people we used to 

be.  We will have changed too.  We will have grieved 

the loss of people we love.  We will have found deep 

reserves of resilience within ourselves.  Our compas-

sion will be awake and active in new ways.  We will 

have realized our shared humanity.  That’s what I 

expect.   
 

For now, here so far from home, it gives me comfort 

to remember who we are: a people with a name, a 

home and a promise.  We are beloved of God.  Noth-

ing can ever separate us from that love.  It’s our 

home, no matter what.  I hold on to that for strength 

way out here in the wilderness.   
 

I can learn to like manna, if I have to.  It helps me 

practice letting go of other things.  Like the need to 

control things or fix things for other people.  That’s 

important right now.  Sometimes well-meaning folks 

like me make things worse when we try to jump in 

and save the day.  Our predecessors in the social 

gospel movement of late 19th and early 20th centu-

ry Christianity were led by women who believed that 

they could make the kingdom of God manifest on 

earth by ‘doing something for’ the poor and marginal-

ized.  In some cases their charity may have helped, 

perhaps in many it did, but it also reinforced the hier-

archy of power along class and race lines.  It’s a 

short step from ‘doing something for’ to absolving 

myself from the responsibility to examine the bene-

fits I receive from the conditions of injustice.  White 

ladies, we’ve got to learn to listen to black and brown 

people without trying to fix things for them – our way.  
 

As a white woman, I monitor myself for the complicit 

spectator within.  I’m thinking about our black and 

brown neighbors whose vulnerability to violence is 

being so brutally exposed right now, and I can’t help 

but think about the picnics that would spring up 

around lynchings and postcard photos of those public 

murders as forerunners of today’s cellphone videos.  

They remind me that wielding the power of white 

women’s bodies for violence is an old story.  I remem-

ber Carolyn Bryant Donham, the white woman who 

claimed that 14 year old Emmett Till had made men-

acing advances toward her. Once they’d lynched him, 

she admitted she’d exaggerated the truth. Lied, in 

fact.   
 

Days like these deserve our lamentation. We can lift 

up our broken history to God, offering cries of lament 

for the looting of women and men and children from 

their home countries and their forcible exile to labor 

for the profit of our nation.  We can cry out for home, 

for the place where all broken hearts will be comfort-

ed and all tears will be dried.  We can tell the stories 

of hope for the coming reign of peace.  We can tell 

the goodness of God’s provision in this wilderness.  

We can teach these stories to our children so they 

never forget.  We will be home one day.  As the Apos-

tle Paul used to say, this generation will not pass 

away before we see our home again.  When we do, 

we will see it with new eyes.  We will be people with 

new hearts.  Having borne much, seen much, hoped 

much and placed our trust in God, I expect we will 

find our way home.      
 

In peace, 
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ON THE COVER FOR THIS ARTICLE  

JUSTICE 

I 

A 

MICHAEL BROWN JR. 
Killed by police on Aug. 9, 2014  
18 years old 
 

ERIC GARNER 
Killed by police  on  July 17, 2014 
43 years old 

C 

R BREONNA TAYLOR 
Killed by police on March 13, 2020  
26 years old 
 

TRAYVON MARTIN 
Killed by a white man on Feb. 26, 2012 
17 years old 

A PHILANDO CASTILE 
Killed by police on July 6, 2016  
32 years old 
 

ALTON STERLING 
Killed by police on July 5, 2016 
37 years old 

EMMITT TILL 
Killed by white men on Aug. 28, 1955 
14 years old 

AKAI GURLEY 
Killed by police on Nov. 20, 2014 
28 years old 

L SANDRA BLAND 
Died in police custody on July 13, 2015  
28 years old 
 

TAMIR RICE 
Killed by police  on  Nov. 22, 2014 
12 years old 

GEORGE FLOYD 
Killed by police on May 25, 2020  
46 years old 
 

AHMAUD ARBERY 
Killed by white men on Feb. 23, 2020 
25 years old 
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By Julia Gauhan of Plymouth’s Racial Justice Ministry Team 
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P lymouth family and friends - As a congregation, 

we've been talking about racial justice a lot in 

2020. We started the year reading Just Mercy. The Rev. 

Traci Blackmon preached to us to think about what it 

means for the community when it has excommunicated 

its demoniac. We read Jesus and the Disinherited, and 

The Hate U Give. We watched the film of The Hate U 

Give together, parents and teens. And, even once we 

moved to virtual worship, we continued our work, read-

ing The Cross and the Lynching Tree. Many of you re-

sponded to the pulpit call to join our fellow UCC church, 

Trinity UCC in Chicago as Rev. Dr. Otis Moss delivered a 

Requiem for Ahmaud Arbery and was joined in panel 

discussion.  
 

Since the death of George Floyd, we've watched pro-

tests emerge and continue from Minneapolis to L.A., 

Kansas City to D.C., New York and Seattle to our own 

downtown. Many of you have reached out, wanting to 

take the White Privilege: Let’s Talk class or to know 

what resource to turn to next or what to say. Many of 

you have probably been silently worried, not knowing 

what is different this time or what might be at risk if you 

were to say out loud that “Black Lives Matter” at your 

dinner table or workplace.  
 

Plymouth's Racial Justice Team is meeting and has 

been discussing ways for us to support and educate 

each other, challenge and change our world, so that our 

black and brown neighbors can know justice on earth as 

in heaven. More is coming and in the meantime check 

out the following links: 

 

Click here for the full UCC Let's 

Talk: White Privilege Curriculum 
 

Click here for a List of Anti-Racism 

Resources for self-guided  

education and growth 
 

Click here for a prayer of  

confession for use in your own  

prayer practice 
 

Yes there is a lot of listening and reading. Tis is the foun-

dational work needed to be able to know when and how 

to act, what to say when, and more often than not, how 

to listen deeply and believe people when they share 

their experiences with us.  
 

Let's keep going, for Christ strengthens our will, the Spir-

it fills us with gifts, and our Holy God's love shines 

through us. 

http://privilege.uccpages.org/
http://privilege.uccpages.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic?usp=gmail&urp=gmail_link
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic?usp=gmail&urp=gmail_link
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBO-QgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/mobilebasic?usp=gmail&urp=gmail_link
https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways_year-c_le_lent-prayer-of-confession
https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways_year-c_le_lent-prayer-of-confession
https://www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways_year-c_le_lent-prayer-of-confession
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By Judy Prather of Plymouth Garage Sale Planning Committee 

O ver the seven-year history of this annual fundraiser, with the help of 

dozens of volunteers and donations from countless church members 

and friends, Plymouth has raised more than $70,000 for the annual youth 

service trip and other church mission projects. 
 

And, before last year’s sale was over, we were already planning ways to im-

prove this year’s sale. By last November, we had a new and improved organi-

zational structure. By February, we had a slate of dedicated volunteers ready 

to assume the new coordinator positions. By early March, we had developed 

an expanded intake process and were reminding you to “save your stuff.”  
 

Yessir, we were ON IT! There was no doubt about it—the 2020 Plymouth Gar-

age Sale was going to be the best ever! 
 

Then the world changed . . . 
 

A garage sale is not the kind of gathering you can Zoom. So, in conversation 

with the church staff, we put the sale on “furlough.” But all those plans are 

ready and waiting for next year. The 2021 sale will be the best ever!  
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P lymouth is proud of 

all of our  graduating 

high school seniors in 

the class of 2020. From 

Children's musicals on 

Sunday mornings to con-

firmation classes, lock-

ins, and summers work-

ing with Simply Smiles on 

the Cheyenne River Res-

ervation, Plymouth has 

watched them all grow 

up. They inspire hope in 

us all. To our graduates, 

we excited for you all as 

you begin this next chap-

ter in your lives.  
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Siona Baker 

Henry DeWitt 
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Zoe Graber-Weickert 

Greta Hayden 
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Keagan Hiatt 

Sydney Johnston 
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Matteo Kalusha-Aguirre 

Clay LaPierre 
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Helena Lord 

Liam McKinney 
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Sophia Naramore-Winfrey 

Ava Reedy 
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Hugh Sidabutar 

Henry Six 
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Alex & Devin Stark 

Isaac White 
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P lymouth Church is excited to launch Covenant Groups: a new op-

portunity to gather in intentional small groups to grow in faith and 

connect with each other on a deeper level. These groups of 8-10 will 

meet twice a month via Zoom (or in a socially distanced space in the 

future when this is deemed safe by experts and our church’s leader-

ship). Your group will decide on your meeting times and what to study 

together; the Plymouth Pastoral team will provide some thoughtful dis-

cussion-based materials to choose from.  
 

Our first segment of meetings will feature carefully selected video se-

ries from the Work of the People, “a spiritual visual library and virtual 

sanctuary for a growing community of people from all walks of life.” 

These materials will guide us in our discussions and provide fertile 

ground for the seeds of conversation and spiritual growth.  
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https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/covenantgroups
mailto:associatepastor@plymoutlawrence.com


 

By Liz Smith, Plymouth’s Welcome & Care Coordinator 

M issing your Plymouth people? After worship each 

Sunday, starting at 10:40 am, we gather in small 

groups on Zoom. So far, we have had over 80 different 

participants take part in Sunday Fellowship Circles—

come join the crowd! 
 

After service ends, grab a mug of coffee or a cup of tea 

and come say hi. This is a chance to catch up and chat 

about the service, the sermon, and anything else that 

might be on your mind. We also provide questions to 

help guide your discussion and foster deeper spiritual 

reflection and connection.  
 

Sample Questions 

 How do you know when God is calling you beyond 

what's familiar to you? How does it feel?  

 What’s breaking your heart open these days?  

 Have you ever experienced a sense of 

"resurrection" in your life? 

 How are you finding hope in this season of pan-

demic? 

Video on How to Use Zoom 
 

 You can use either a computer or a phone to take 

part in this activity. Check out this link for some 

tips on how to use Zoom. 
 

Sign up here to receive a group assignment and 

a Zoom link!  
 

Early Reactions to Fellowship Circles 

 “This was a great way to enhance fellowship!  I've 

really missed coffee hour and this is about as close 

as we can get at this point. Thanks!” 
 

 “I do love the discussion prompts that helped the 

ones who assumed leadership. Thank you for help-

ing to facilitate this!” 
 

 “It was wonderful to see everyone. My group was 

great!”  
 

 “Our circle was well balanced and caring.  Everyone 

seemed to be involved and shared openly.”  

20 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ve2o8rfhyDqsTJoC3M2WibhaXJat8ik7/view?ts=5ed27e8c
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ve2o8rfhyDqsTJoC3M2WibhaXJat8ik7/view?ts=5ed27e8c
https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/08d5f7
https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/08d5f7
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GUIDELINES FOR GLOVES 
 Check out this link for important and proper use 

of gloves.   
 

JOIN THE PLYMOUTH CALLING CREW! 
 

T he Plymouth Church Calling Crew has made hun-

dreds of calls to seniors and other isolated indi-

viduals since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Each week, members of the crew call one or two peo-

ple and chat with them to see how they’re doing and 

keep them company. Then callers fill out a short sur-

vey to let Plymouth know that everyone’s doing okay.   
 

There have been some lovely interactions to come 

about as a result of this ministry; new friendships 

have been formed and many prayers have been sub-

mitted. Thank you to everyone that has taken the 

time to make calls and show people that Plymouth 

cares!   
 

This is a simple way to share your time with other 

members of Plymouth. If you are interested in joining 

this group of dedicated and caring callers, please 

contact Welcome & Care Coordinator Liz Smith.   

 

 

INFORMATION SHARING 
 

P lymouth Health & Home has done its 

best to share helpful and up-to-date in-

formation about COVID-19 with the Plymouth 

Staff and the congregation.  
 

Whenever new guidelines are released by the 

CDC, the governor’s office, or other important 

sources of information, this group works to 

make sure that Plymouth members are 

aware of the changes and ready to meet new 

challenges.   
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 To request a mask or participate in mask 

making, fill out the form in this link.   
 

 If you would like to donate to the Pastor’s 

Emergency Fund on behalf of the mask 

ministry, use this link.  
 

 For more information about how and why 

to wear masks, check out this page. 
   

 

HELPFUL LINKS 
 Douglas County Health Department:  

 Public health information 
 

 Gov Kelly’s office: Details of Kansas  

 re-opening plan 
 

 State public heath information. 
 

 Douglas County Coronavirus Response: 

General information about Covid-19 as-

sistance in Douglas County 
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file:///C:/Users/Jeremy/Documents/Glove Guidelines.pdf
mailto:membership@plymouthlawrence.com
https://plymouthlawrence.breezechms.com/form/174a2b
https://www.plymouthlawrence.com/donation-page
https://www.plymouthlawrence.com/post/mask-ministry-next-steps
https://ldchealth.org/442/COVID-19-2019-Novel-Coronavirus
https://covid.ks.gov/
https://covid.ks.gov/
https://coronavirus-response-dgco.hub.arcgis.com/


 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP THIS  

IMPORTANT MISSION PARTNER 

DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS 
 

 

J ust Food has not been able to hold the fund-

raisers that would have provided funding for 

additional food purchases. 
 

At the same time, there has been a huge in-

crease in the number of people reaching out to 

Just Food for food assistance. With a 15% unem-

ployment rate in Douglas County and an estimat-

ed 19,000 of our fellow residents at risk of hun-

ger, Just Food needs support now more than ever 

from those able to contribute.  
 

The best way to help Just Food is by making a 

financial contribution through their website: 

justfoodks.org (look for the Donate button at the 

top). Also, checks may be mailed to: Just Food, 

1000 E. 11th St., Lawrence, KS 66046.  
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Information that will be visible to other Plymouth  
members unless you opt out: 
 

Name, image, gender pronouns, partner, primary worship service attended, 
membership date, email, cell phone number, home phone number, work 
phone number, address, occupation. 
 

You can use the form in this link to opt out of sharing all or pieces of this in-

formation with other Plymouth members. 
  

Before you can access to the Plymouth database, you will need to read and 
fill out this covenant for use. 
 

For the first ten days after the database is released, you will only be able 
to view your own profile, so that you can make any necessary edits. After 
that point, your information will be released to all members that have filled 
out a covenant form. 

Plymouth Church has finally made the switch to Breeze! After looking for a 
new church database for over a year, the Membership Board selected this 
sleek, user-friendly system to replace our clunky former database. Special 
thanks to board member Jon Price for heading up the task force that looked 
for a better option. Council approved the change in January—just in time to 
get everything switched over before the COVID-19 crisis. The old database 
required staff to be in the church building to gain access; Breeze allows us to 
view information about church members from the safety our home offices.   
 

Later this month, we will release information from this database as a pass-
word-protected online directory of Plymouth members. We are so excited to 
share this information; this is a great tool for staying connected with other 
Plymouth folks now, while we can't gather, and beyond.  
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