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Doni Mooberry Slough,  Plymouth Treasurer 

P 
lymouth lives and grows its values of 

extravagant welcome, radical hospital-

ity, spirituality, and social justice every 

day of the year.  This incredible com-

mitment to God’s work is fueled by you – your 

energy and your generosity.  Our stewardship 

at Plymouth tells a story:  who we are, what we 

value, and how we prioritize.  Stewardship is 

also a theological statement reflecting our un-

derstanding of what it means to be the church, 

our beliefs about God, and our commitment to 

the Gospel.  Thanks to you, Plymouth has an 

amazing narrative, and chapters are continually 

being added!  What follows describes how we 

are living out our call together at Plymouth. 
 

Worship:  Worship is the heart of who we are 

as Christians.  We praise God, give thanks, offer 

our time, treasure, talent, and lives to God – all 

in loving response to God’s grace, which 

strengthens our ability to provide ministry and 

service in our world.  Our Traditional and Gath-

ering of Grace worship experiences reach to 

encompass all of us, wherever we are on life’s 

journey.  The work of our Pastors, our musicians, 

our deacons, our ushers and volunteers, and 

those who care for our sacred space are all es-

sential to the Worship that feeds our bodies and 

souls in preparation for sharing God’s love with 

the world. 
 

Education:  Growing in our faith as a community 

grounds us in the ways of compassion, mercy, 

justice, and peace, and helps us see the world 

through a different lens.  It is Plymouth that helps 

us remember who we are as children of God, 

and how we are called to live in an increasingly 

challenging world.  Through Christian Education, 

adult Bible studies, Plymouth Academy, the 

Plymouth Language Program, confirmation, pur-

poseful money management courses, Our Whole 

Lives, and additional specialized programs oc-

curring throughout the year, Plymouth empowers 
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each of us to see the needs in our community and 

world and respond to the same with confidence 

and determination to walk in God’s ways. 
 

Congregational Care:  The pastors are not the 

only people who provide care in our community.  

We all care for one another through cards, 

phone calls, prayer shawls, Stephen Ministries, 

flowers, coffee, fellowship circles, Covenant 

Groups, grocery deliveries, care of our building 

(a safe, clean, welcoming space is a sign of a 

caring and pastoral community), and countless 

other ways we engage with one another.   By 

caring deeply for each other, we are able to 

share and experience the love of God and the 

joy we find in Jesus Christ.  Our life as a commu-

nity is about growing in relationship with God 

and one another and inviting others to experi-

ence the joy we share.  “For Where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there I am among 

them.” Learning, sharing, growing, belonging; all 

these are ways we celebrate the new life God 

gives to us in community.   
 

Mission and Service:  Jesus said, “If you love 

me, feed my sheep.”  Reaching out to others, 

sharing God’s love, and championing the least 

of us are all part of our calling as Christians in 

response to the Gospel.  Plymouth’s Mission and 

Service touch individuals from all walks of life.  

Through our commitments to LINK, Just Food, the 

Winter Shelter, and other human service organi-

zations, we seek to nurture the body.  Our part-

nerships with Head Start, Family Promise, Justice 

Matters, and the Plymouth Language Program 

demonstrate our commitment to working with our 
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community for a stronger to-

morrow.  Our own initiatives:  

the Plymouth Racial Justice 

Team, LGBTQ+ Advocacy, 

Plymouth Immigrant and Refu-

gee Alliance, the Plymouth 

Green Team, and many others, 

embrace Plymouth’s call to ‘do 

justice, love mercy, and walk 

humbly with God’.  Ours is a 

consistent history of recognizing 

needs for ministry and taking 

action.   
 

Music and Fine Arts:  There is 

a time and place for worship 

nearly every day at Plymouth.  

Throughout all our worship for-

mats, you see the ways that our 

meaningful and life-changing 

worship is enhanced through 

the music and fine arts minis-

tries.  Weekly worship and 

special services are supported 

by our strong Music Ministry, 

which includes our chancel choir, 

children’s choirs, hand bell 

choirs, the Gathering of Grace 

Band, Plymouth Strings, the 

Plymouth Brass group, and nu-

merous other talented musi-

cians.  Throughout our services, 

our children, youth, and adults 

provide musical leadership for 

worship while giving partici-

pants the opportunity to join in 

fellowship and deepen their 

faith through music.  We wit-

ness the impact of our Fine Arts 

ministry through art shows, clas-

ses, fellowship and fundraising 

opportunities that use dramatic 

and visual arts to engage con-

gregants in our faith communi-

ty.  Our rich history of high 

quality music and fine arts is recognized and celebrated in our 

Church and our wider community. 
 

As we look to the future, we must move through 2021 guided by 

God’s call to grow as disciples:  What are the greatest spiritual 

needs in our church and our community?  What are the most signifi-

cant ministry opportunities for our Church?  What is the Holy Spirit 

leading us to strive for as we grow in our extravagant welcome of 

all, our radical hospitality, our spirituality, and our commitment to 

justice? 
 

Stewardship is the responsibility of each and every one of us.  We 

must all recognize and appreciate the sacred relationship between 

the offering we give and the ministries we accomplish.  Our church 

expenditures represent our investment in and commitment to our an-

swer to God’s call to grow for good in the world.  

 



 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS JOINED PLYMOUTH  

IN THE SUMMER AND FALL OF 2020! 

Julie Bach 
Julie has lived in Lawrence for 36 years, having 
spent her first 30 years in Wisconsin where she re-
ceived her Bachelor's and Master's degrees in 
nursing. She moved to Lawrence and worked for 
Marion Laboratories commuting to Kansas City for 
25 years. Julie has two adult children; a son living 
in Denver, Colorado, and a married daughter living in San Jose, California, both locations she enjoys visit-
ing. Julie is a frequent visitor to San Jose to be Gammie to her grandchildren, girl and boy twins who are 
1 1/2 years old. Julie is married to David Bach, a long time member of Plymouth. Julie enjoys driving a 
VW and scuba diving since Dave is the owner of Das Autohaus and the Scuba Shack in Lawrence. Julie 
has attended Plymouth a long time and decided to make her church membership official after a long his-
tory with the American Baptist Church where her children were dedicated and baptized. 
  

 

Holly Brown 

Holly Brown recently returned to Lawrence from be-
ing in Wichita for a year. At Plymouth she joins her 
girlfriend, Angie, in life and love. Angie works at KU 
and Holly at Capitol Federal Bank. The two of them 
adore the outdoors, social events, creative outlets, 
and spiritual growth. Holly is excited and nervous to 
join a new church as she has experienced condemna-
tion from other church communities in the past. Holly 
looks forward to the return of in-person church. 
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Kaitlyn Brown 

Kaitlyn currently lives in Overland Park but considers Lawrence 
to be her home away from home. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Kansas and spent six years living in Lawrence. Kait-
lyn now works as a Clinical Assistant Professor at the University 
of Kansas Medical Center. Kaitlyn wanted to join Plymouth to 
grow her spiritual awareness and connect with other open-
minded, accepting, and kind hearted individuals. 

Natalie and Norman Chen  

Norman and Natalie moved to Law-
rence in 2018 and have been worship-
ping with the Plymouth congregation 
since that time. Their grown child resides 
in Richmond, Virginia, and their almost-
grown twin sons study at the University 
of Michigan and Michigan State. They 
enjoy Bible study and small group gath-
erings, and look forward to the return of 
college sports, live music, and in-person 
worship.  
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Max and Jeanne Fridell 

Sue moved to Lawrence in August 2019 
from Reno, Nevada. She graduated 
from Scripps College in California with 
a degree in British and American Litera-
ture and earned her master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership from the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno. Sue taught middle 
and high school English, served as Direc-
tor of Curriculum and Professional De-
velopment for the Washoe County 
School District, and was a high school 
Assistant Principal and Principal. She is a 
proud mom and grandma and moved to 
Lawrence to be closer to her son, daugh-
ter-in-law, and granddaughter who live 
in Lawrence, as well as to be closer to 
her daughter, son-in-law and soon-to-be
-born grandson in Chicago. Sue enjoys 
reading, traveling, hiking, cooking, walk-
ing her dog, and sewing/quilting. Sue 
settled on Plymouth because of its open 
and affirming practices and its strong 
focus on social justice. 

Sue Denning 

Max and Jeanne Fridell are looking forward to making Plym-
outh their church home. They consider themselves lifelong learn-
ers as education at various levels has been a part of their pro-
fessional lives for over forty years. Max and Jeanne retired in 
July 2019 – Max from his position as Director of Academic Af-
fairs for the Kansas Board of Regents and Jeanne as Principal 
of Woodlawn Elementary. They are proud parents of one son, 
Zach, and his wife, Margaret Hair, who also reside in Law-
rence. The Fridells enjoy working in their yard and garden, 
reading, watching old movies, and taking walks with their two 
Westies, Fergus and McDuff. Max and Jeanne are looking for-
ward to the many opportunities Plymouth offers for spiritual 
and intellectual growth and for the chance to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others. 
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Jason Genosky 
Jason and his wife Rachel have 
lived in Lawrence for 10 Years. 
He attended the University of 
Minnesota and worked in Radio 
and Television for 25 Years. He is 
currently a Supervisor for Crowd 
Systems Inc, an event manage-
ment company in Kansas City. 
They handle all the event staffing 
for University of Kansas events. 
They have eight children spread 
coast to coast and their youngest 
daughter lives in Lawrence. Jason 
has been active with Contempla-
tive Outreach and is looking for-
ward to being involved in the 
open faith community at Plym-
outh. 

Christi Houston 

Christi was born and raised in 
Southwest Missouri. She is a psy-
chologist that works at the Tope-
ka VA. Christi made her way to 
Lawrence the first time in 2007 
and after a few years away is 
very happy to be back. Christi 
loves to spend time with family 
and friends especially her niece 
Lauren. Christi decided to join 
Plymouth to deepen her rela-
tionship with God and others. 

Elise moved to Lawrence from the Atlanta 
area a year ago to earn a master’s de-
gree in music therapy from the University of 
Kansas. Raised in a traditional Southern 
Baptist home, she felt convicted to find an 
open-minded, service-oriented faith commu-
nity as she got older and began to explore 
“authentic Christianity.” The Beatitudes have 
been a staple of her faith practices, which 
has lead her to advocate for those who are 
less privileged. She is  a proud member of 
the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana. In her 
spare time, she can be found reading, 
crafting, watching anime, lounging with her 
“critters” (Stevie the yellow dog and Ringo 
the orange cat) or teaching/DJing for Kan-
sas City’s swing dance community, 627 
Stomp. 

Elise Murray 
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Nancy and  
Larry Stoppel 

Nancy and Larry Stoppel met while attending KU 
and were married in Lawrence in 1973. They moved 
to Oregon where Larry attended optometry school. 
After Oregon, they moved to Del Rio, Texas, where 
Larry was an Air Force optometrist. In 1981 they 
moved to Washington Kansas. Nancy worked in Lar-
ry’s office until recently while Larry is working to-
wards retirement. Retirement will be in Lawrence, 
soon, hopefully. They have two boys, Chris and Jon. 
Jon and his wife Alaina Webster are members of 
Plymouth; they have two girls, Maddie and Gabbie. 
Chris and his wife Meghan, previous members of 
Plymouth, are moving soon to Colorado. They have 
two children, Oliver and Emily. Nancy and Larry are 
avid KU fans and geocachers; they look forward to 
retirement in Lawrence. 
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E 
very Friday, at 6 

p.m.,  Plymouth mem-

bers Christina and Jim-

my Bloomquist host a 

short Taizé service that includes 

Taizé music, a scripture read-

ing, a moment of silence, and 

prayers of the faithful. The en-

tire service takes about 25 

minutes. If you have been miss-

ing Taizé or would like to ex-

perience a virtual Taizé service, 

please email Judith Galas and 

Judith will email you the Zoom 

link and will put you on her 

weekly reminder list. 
 

Prayer, in the manner of Taizé, 

is a good way to support your 

prayer practice and to give 

you a moment of calm and con-

nection at a time when we need 

both.  
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L 
ooking for your “church within 

the church?”  Seeking to con-

nect with our Plymouth com-

munity on a deeper spiritual 

level?  Desiring meaningful connec-

tions during this time of social isola-

tion?    
 

Even Jesus, fully divine and fully hu-

man, had a small group. His disci-

ples walked with him through times 

of light and darkness, providing the 

type of support we all need to get 

through life.    
 

Plymouth Covenant Groups offer an 

opportunity to grow in faith and 

connect with each other on a deeper 

level. These groups of 8-10 meet 

twice a month via Zoom to discuss 

spiritual matters and share in one 

another’s joys and sorrows.  
 

Craig Schraad, co-leader of one of 

our groups, says that his participa-

tion has helped him in his faith jour-

ney by restoring the sense of com-

munity that he personally lost at the 

beginning of the pandemic. He says 

his group gave him a safe place to 

reflect on his faith and “brought out 

feelings that I didn’t know were 

there.”  
 

Currently, the groups are viewing a 

video series from the Work of the 

People, a “a spiritual visual library 

and virtual sanctuary for a growing 

community of people from all walks 

of life.” These materials guide their 

discussions and provide fertile 

ground for the seeds of conversation 

and spiritual growth.  
 

Please fill out this survey to help us 

connect with you. If you have any 

questions, email Liz Smith.  
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M 
issing your Plymouth people? After 

worship each Sunday, starting at 

10:40 a.m., we gather in small 

groups on Zoom. So far, we have 

had over 80 different participants take part in 

Sunday Fellowship Circles—come join the 

crowd! 
 

After service ends, grab a mug of coffee or a 

cup of tea and come say hi. This is a chance to 

catch up and chat about the service, the sermon, 

and anything else that might be on your 

mind. We also provide questions to help guide 

your discussion and foster deeper spiritual re-

flection and connection.  
 

Sample Questions 

 How do you know when God is calling you 

beyond what's familiar to you? How does it 

feel?  

 What’s breaking your heart open these 

days?  

 Have you ever experienced a sense of 

"resurrection" in your life? 

 How are you finding hope in this season of 

pandemic? 
 

Sign up here to receive a group assignment and 

a Zoom link!  

 

Early Reactions to Fellowship Circles 

 “This was a great way to enhance fellow-

ship!  I've really missed coffee hour and this 

is about as close as we can get at this point. 

Thanks!” 
 

 “I do love the discussion prompts that helped 

the ones who assumed leadership. Thank you 

for helping to facilitate this!” 
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A 
lfred Lord Tennyson wrote, “More 

things are wrought by prayer than 

this world dreams of.” Prayer has the 

power to bring healing, wholeness, 

peace, and transformation.  It is a way for us to 

reconnect with the God in each of us and for us 

to find connection with other persons through 

the work of God’s Spirit to make a holy differ-

ence in our lives.   
 

Plymouth’s Prayer Team is for those who al-

ready know the impact of prayer and those 

who would like to grow deeper in their faith. 

This group meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays of each month for intentional interces-

sory prayer and meditation for the persons 

named in Sunday worship. The team also prays 

for congregational issues, our pastors and staff, 

as well as particular community issues that may 

be raised. 
 

The Rev. Lyle Seger, a retired pastor with 35-

years of ministry and a still growing passion for 

spiritual formation, serves as team facilitator.  

All interested persons are invited to attend with-

out committing long-term. The Prayer Team 

meets in the Chapel. 
 

Because we cannot gather right now, we don’t 

hear about your difficulties or joys on Sundays. 

If you have a prayer request for yourself or 

someone you love, let us know about it! 
 

If you are interested in gathering with the Pray-

er Team, or would like to be added to the email 

list to receive names of people to pray for, sign 

up here.  
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feel loved and cared for. We are 

hoping to expand this ministry to 

anyone that wants to make a new 

friend. 
 

This is a simple way to share time 

and love with other members of 

the Plymouth community. If you 

are interested in being connected 

to another Plymouth member, to 

chat on the phone or via Zoom 

once a week or every other week, 

please sign up here!  

 
 

 

T 
his winter is going to be tough. As the 

weather turns colder, we will be increasingly 

isolated in our homes. The holidays will be 

especially challenging since we cannot gath-

er with family and friends as usual. But Plymouth is 

here for you in this tough time. 
 

Since March, people at Plymouth have been calling 

one another to show support and love. There have 

been some lovely interactions to come about as a 

result of this ministry; new friendships have been 

formed and many prayers have been shared. Older 

individuals, people that are grieving, people with 

health difficulties—we have tried to make sure they 
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 T 
he missions and minis-

tries of Plymouth 

Church only function 

because its members 

and friends give of themselves 

to further God’s work in the 

world. If you haven’t ever tak-

en the Plymouth Time and Tal-

ent survey, or if you haven’t 

taken it in a while, fill it out 

here! 
 

Rather than listing out every 

Plymouth event and group, 

which change from year to 

year, the survey asks what 

type of things you are good 

a t ,  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p 

with, and passionate about.  
 

As new needs arise, 

staff and lay leaders use 

this general information for 

the situation at hand. For 

instance, people who can 

sew might be asked to help 

w i t h  b a n n e r s  o n e 

year and costumes for the chil-

dren’s pageant the next. Peo-

p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

“greeting and hospitality” 

might be asked to usher, or 

host coffee hour, or serve on 

the Membership Board. Writ-

ing down a skill or interest 

doesn’t commit you to every 

relevant project—it just means 

we have a place to start when 

looking for volunteers.  
 

Thank you for sharing your 

time and talents with Plymouth 

church. The continuing vitality 

of our church will be deter-

mined by our willingness to 

work together and build some-

thing great.  
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P 
lymouth is a Congregational church, meaning that 

without your leadership, the important work of 

our covenanted community would not get done. If 

you believe that you or someone you know could 

do good work on one of these boards, fill out this nomina-

tion form! Unless otherwise noted, each board member 

serves a 3-year term.  

Our Christian Education Board oversees all educational 

opportunities at Plymouth Church. This includes Sunday 

School, Bible study, Plymouth Academy, and other faith-

formation programs.   
 

Our Board of Deacons is charged with “nurturing the 

Spiritual life of the church.” They are primarily responsible 

for worship, congregational care, and spiritual growth op-

portunities like the prayer team. 
 

Our Endowment Committee is responsible for ensuring 

Plymouth’s financial future, by supporting planned giving 

and long-term investments in our endowed funds. People 

on this committee serve a 4-year term.  
 

Our Fellowship Board is responsible for weaving the so-

cial fabric of our church. They host large church events 

such as Thanksgiving and the All-Church Picnic and are in 

charge of various ongoing social groups.  

► 
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Our Membership Board helps new people become part 

of the Plymouth congregation, guiding them through the 

orientation and new member process.   

 

Our Mission and Service Board activates the congrega-

tion on local social justice issues, distributes funds to Plym-

outh’s Mission Partners and provides education opportuni-

ties to the congregation on important justice issues. 
 

Our Music and Fine Arts Board is responsible for over-

seeing all of the music and fine arts programming at 

Plymouth Church. The board seeks ways to use the many 

talents of Plymouth members and also encourage and nur-

ture developing artists and performers within our congre-

gation. 
 

Our Personnel Committee oversees the Plymouth person-

nel policies, assessing the human resources needs of our 

church and advising the church council in these areas.  

 

Our Stewardship Board is responsible for advising the 

church council on church financial matters and for all 

maintenance and upkeep for the three church buildings. 
 

KS/OK Conference Delegates are designated each year 

to represent Plymouth within the wider United Church of 

Christ.  
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P 
lans are underway for socially distanced All Saints 

Day evening services. Details and logistics are still 

being sorted out. Space will be limited for this 

night of quiet, reflection and memory for lost loved 

ones in our community. Mark the date and stay tuned to up-

coming Plymouth communications for more details and how 

to register to be here for one of the evening services.  
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W 
ell, here it is again, time to start 

thinking about the Plymouth Bells 

holiday greenery sales.  This year 

sales will be done by phone, text, 

and email due to COVID-19.  Follow this link to see 

a color brochure of items, prices, and contact infor-

mation for questions and orders.  Order deadline 

for all items is November 5th, and items will be de-

livered and dispersed the weekend of November 

20-22 at a predetermined location.  Thank you for 

supporting the Plymouth Bell Music Ministry.  
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CELEBRATE PLYMOUTH WITH PIE 
Apple! Blueberry! Pumpkin! Cherry! Pecan!  

T 
his year, we cannot gather and give 

thanks in a large group. However, we 

can still connect with one another through 

delicious desserts. The Fellowship Board 

is planning to host a pie drive-through on No-

vember 21 from 1-3 p.m. and Sunday, Novem-

ber 22 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Come and pick up 

some pie! On November 22, you can also sign 

on to Zoom after worship at 10:30 a.m. and en-

joy a slice of pie with your Plymouth Family! 
 

If you would like some pie delivered to your 

front porch, we can do that instead.   
 

This event cannot happen without the support of 

you all; you can also use this form to volunteer! If 

you feel called to bake (or buy!) some pies to 

share, let us know—you’ll receive instructions on 

when to drop them off.  
 

We also need folks to receive pies, to hand pie 

through car windows, and to deliver pie to 

porches. All social distancing, handwashing, and 

mask best practices will be strictly observed; we 

are working with health professionals to keep 

this event as safe as possible.  
 

Sign up to bake, donate, deliver, serve, receive 

or all of the above using this form right here! 
 

Come share some delicious pie with the Plymouth 

community, and know that each piece is connect-

ed to all the others in this beautiful communion 

of baked goods.  
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