
 

 

N early 24 years of Rev. Dr. Peter Luckey’s ministry at Plymouth came to a close in 

June of 2019. Gratitude for Peter’s leadership, friendship, and spiritual guidance 

along with the weight of his historical contributions to our community of faith overflowed 

from Plymouth members, friends, and the greater Lawrence community during this bit-

tersweet month of celebration and appreciation for this Peter and his ministry.  
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PLYMOUTH YOUTH SERVICE TRIP 

 
SAT. - SUN., JUNE 1-9 

The Plymouth Youth’s 2019  return to the Cheyenne River Reservation, our fifth consecu-

tive trip, produced one of the best trips of the now five straight summers of working with 

Simply Smiles. Fresh into Lawrence, Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean jumped in the vans with 

our kids and proved to be a fantastic spiritual leader, chaperone, mentor, and friend. Our 

week was spent running a day camp for children from four communities on the Cheyenne 

Reservation. 

During his nearly 24 years as Plymouth’s Sen-

ior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Peter Luckey served on 

numerous boards including the United Way 

and the Lawrence Community Shelter. Peter also was a frequent voice to which local me-

dia turned when a religious leader’s perspective was sought. This event facilitated by 

Plymouth’s Transition Team to give the greater Lawrence community to thank and cele-

brate Rev. Dr. Luckey for all of his good work in our town. 

 

 
THE COMMUNITY CELEBRATES REV. DR. LUCKEY 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 

 

It was Plymouth’s turn to host VBS with our 

continuing partnership with First Baptist 

and Trinity Lutheran Churches. It was a fun 

filled week. The theme was “To Mars and Beyond with God.” The kids enjoyed games, 

crafts, music, and listening to each night’s Bible stories. 

 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

MON. - THURS., JUNE 10-13 
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FAREWELL DINNER FOR REV. DR. LUCKEY 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23 
 

It was a night of love, laughs, a few tears, and more than anything, gratitude. Sunday 

night, June 23, at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, Plymouth members and friends 

packed the house to honor a man who gave so much of his heart to making our communi-

ty as strong and full of life as possible in Lawrence, Kansas. Emcees of the event, David 

Ambler and Gene Bauer set the tone for the evening perfectly. It was a night of stories, of 

songs, of memories. It was a room full of what makes Plymouth such a wonderful place 

and ready for a bright future. 
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REV. DR. LUCKEY’S FINAL SUNDAY 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 30 

Rev. Dr. Luckey retired from his post of nearly 24 years as Plymouth's Senior Pastor on 

this Sunday. The man so genuinely known for preaching with and showing his emotions, 

held it together surprisingly well all morning. At the end of the Gathering of Grace service, 

as the congregation gathered to place their hands on him, he began to break down, the 

weight of the moment finally allowed to set in. Tears of joy. Tears of gratitude. Tears of 

pride in a job well done and a church strengthened and placed on the right path for a 

bright future.  The day's sentiment was expressed so beautifully through music. Per Pe-

ter's request, the Plymouth Brass, Chancel Choir, and organ played Peter’s personally se-

lected "Toccata" by Widor for the organ and brass postlude. During the Gathering of Grace 

service, Gary Reich dedicated a special singing of James Taylor's "The Secret of Life" to 

Peter. Before which, Gary, 

his voice struggling 

through emotion, thanked 

Peter for helping to lead 

Plymouth to becoming an 

Open and Affirming con-

gregation - perhaps the 

signature, defining mo-

ment of Peter's legacy as 

Senior Pastor.   
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INDEPENDENCE DAY SERVICE 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 7 

Our annual Independence Day 

celebration Sunday marked the 

exact middle point of Plymouth's 

summer of 2019 (between Memo-

rial Day Sunday - May 26 - and 

Start Up Sunday - August 

18).   Our Independence Celebra-

tion calls us to 'Be The Church' 

and navigate our national citizenship with the morality we acknowledge as followers of 

Christ. In this tumultuous world we can find encouragement and peace in worship togeth-

er, and this important service reminds us that standing up for what we believe is also pat-

riotic. To this end, in 2019, Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean brought in more voices and narra-

tives from multiple genders and races so that it provided a much more inclusive and wor-

ship celebration. 
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SAT. - TUES., JULY 20-23 

 
PLYMOUTH HOSTS STUDENTS FROM THE  

 

CHEYENNE RIVER RESERVATION 

We were very excited to 

host a group of high 

school graduates from 

Simply Smiles on the 

Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota to 

tour Haskell Indian Nations University. 
 

This was an important component of our contin-

ued friendship with the communities of the Cheyenne River Reservation where our Youth 

Service Trips have worked with Simply Smiles for the last five summers. 
 

The group of 6-8 students stayed at Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean’s home and the Plymouth 

Simply Smiles team helped to host them.  One of the students we hosted did attend 

Haskell this fall. 
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REV. DR. MILLER-COLEMAN’S FIRST SUNDAY 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 21 

The tenure of Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman as Plymouth’s first female Senior Pastor be-

gan officially on Sunday, July 21. Valerie delivered her first sermon “A Path Toward Home” 

during both of the morning’s services.  
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Plymouth sent six youth and two 

adult chaperones to Germany as 

a part of the strong and growing 

partnership between the Kansas

-Oklahoma Conference United 

Church of Christ and the Evan-

gelische Landeskirche in Baden.  

The theme of the visit was 

Peace and Reconciliation. The 

Plymouth group was able to 

meet up with former Associate 

Pastor Eleanor McCormick, cur-

rently working for Evangelische 

Landeskirche. This was the sec-

ond summer that some of Plym-

outh’s youth went to Germany.   
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YOUTH EXCHANGE TRIP TO BADEN, GERMANY 

MON., JUL. 29 - WED., AUG. 7 
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PLYMOUTH GARAGE SALE 

THURS. - SAT., AUG. 1 - 3 
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In its 7th year, Plymouth's Garage Sale was held 

at Plymouth August 1-3. An hour before opening 

the doors to the sale, Plymouth's Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman gathered the 

Garage Sale Volunteer squad for not just a 

blessing before the Sale began, but to thank 

them for everything they had done to make it a 

reality. Unrelenting kudos to every single one of 

our amazing volunteers who worked 

tirelessly to organize, price, set up, 

work during, and then tear down this 

sale. We had a staggering amount of 

donations in 2019. This was a gar-

gantuan task to make ready. Thank 

you, especially, to our Sale Coordina-

tor, Tony Dudley, who ran Plymouth's 

Garage Sale for a fifth consecutive 

year. Her leadership and passion for 

this fundraiser is unbelievable, and 

for that we are endlessly grateful. For 

the third straight year, Plymouth's 

Garage Sale brought in well over 

$10,000. All  proceeds from our Gar-

age Sale go to the Youth Service Trip, 

Our Church’s Wider Mission, Justice 

Matters, and the Plymouth Language 

Program. Despite a near record for 

rainfall totals in and around Law-

rence during the first two days of the 

sale, the crowds still turned out in full 

force.  
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Plymouth's Youth, under the direction 

of Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean, led both 

of our Sunday worship services through 

music, stories, and prayer. The focus of the services was on the time the youth spent 

working with Simply Smiles on the Cheyenne River Reservation, the destination of our 

Youth Service Trips the last five summers.  
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START-UP SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 

Start Up Sunday marks the official 

start of Plymouth’s church year with 

the return of Sunday School and 

music programming. During her 

first Start Up Sunday, Rev. Dr. Va-

lerie Miller-Coleman welcomed eve-

ryone home to Plymouth. With her 

sermon Plymouth began its fall ser-

mon series, "This Story Sets You 

Free."  The music on Start Up Sunday  makes it one of the most anticipated Sundays of 

the year. "Jazz Sunday" is the perfect way to welcome people back to church; the Plym-

outh Jazz Ensemble takes us outside the box and over the top with their amazing talent 

and spirited music. 

 

 

 
RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 
Plymouth is proud and thankful for the 

continued hard work and commitment 

of our Racial Justice Team Lauren 

Mitchell, Brandy Ernzen, Randy Kre-

hbiel, and Julia Gaughan. In early August, Plymouth’s Racial Justice Team traveled to Ok-

lahoma to help train facilitators in the United Church of Christ’s White Privilege curriculum 

“Let’s Talk.”  

 

 

 
SIMPLY SMILES YOUTH SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25 
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MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

In the fall of 2019, Rev. Dr. 

Valerie Miller-Coleman creat-

ed a new adult Bible study. No 

previous in-depth knowledge 

of the Bible is required to join 

in this reflective fellowship. 

This midweek Bible study be-

came a permanent weekly 

fixture at 11 a.m. in the May-

flower Room.  

 



 

 

 

S 
E 
P 
T 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

 

 
50+ FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

This new fellowship group created for Plymouth members and friends 50 years and older 

began with a special introductory brunch.  

 

 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 

MON., SEPT. 16 - TUES., SEPT. 24 

In the fall of 2019, Plymouth’s Member-

ship Board put together its first pictorial 

directory since 2015. Over 200 families - 

well over 500 individuals - were included in 

this publication. This was a huge undertak-

ing and could not have happened without 

the dedicated volunteers that helped peo-

ple sign up, sent out reminders, and ran 

check-in for the photo sessions. This photo 

directory was extremely important as it is 

the first made after the hiring of Rev. Dr. 

Valerie Miller-Coleman and Rev. Caroline 

Lawson Dean. 
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ALL CHURCH PICNIC 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

It was fitting that a rather wet summer spent its final morning of the season soaked in 

steady rainfall. It didn't rain out our picnic though! In fact, it helped to bless us with a 

beautiful evening at Clinton Lake. Thank you so much to the Fellowship Board of Plymouth 

for putting together another fantastic All-Church picnic. With good food, games, face-

painting, and fellowship, it was a pretty great final night of summer for Plymouth and its 

members.  
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 

During both of our morning 

services, Plymouth joined 

in the worldwide communi-

ty of Christian congrega-

tions in celebrating com-

munion. On this day, we 

looked to the dreamed-for 

unity in the Gospel pas-

sage from John that reads 

“May they all be one,” the 

slogan of the United 

Church of Christ. 
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SERVICE OF PASTORAL BEGINNINGS 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 

It was a day to celebrate – it was a day 

to formally say “This is God’s work!” and 

“Let us rejoice in it!” Plymouth officially 

affirmed our covenantal relationship with our new pastors, 

Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman and Rev. Caroline Lawson 

Dean, with one combined service at 9:30 a.m.  
 

Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman and Rev. Caroline Dean have 

accepted and embraced with enthusiasm their sacred calls 

to shepherd Plymouth Church. We had a full house on this 

special Sunday to affirm God’s call and formally install the 

new spiritual leaders for our congregation.  
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STEWARDSHIP BRUNCH 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 
Following this Sunday’s combined ser-

vice, the Treasurer Team and Steward-

ship Board hosted a special brunch in 

the Mayflower Room to mark the begin-

ning of our 2020 Annual Appeal and to begin developing the Mission Spending Plan that 

would support our year of transformation. This was Plymouth members and friends’ first 

opportunity to actively engage in Plymouth’s Annual Appeal Process.  Each member of the 

Plymouth community has a key role to play as we moved forward.  

 

 
INSTALLATION SERVICE 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 

During this afternoon service, Conference Minister Dr. Edith Guffey formally delivered the 

charge and affirmation from the Kansas/Oklahoma Conference installing Rev. Dr. Valerie 

Miller-Coleman and Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean as Plymouth’s pastors.  During the ser-

vice, we symbolized our continuing commitment to being a partner in ministry with other 

UCC congregations, pastors, and other faith leaders and communities.    
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PLYMOUTH’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 
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The Music and Fine Arts 

and Fellowship Boards 

hosted their first all Plym-

outh Birthday Party to 

commemorate Plymouth's 

birthday and celebrate 

everyone's birthdays to-

gether. Two cakes for 

each month were baked 

by Plymouth members.   

 
KIDS’ HALLOWEEN PARTY 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 

Families with preK - 5th 

grade kids, joined us 

for an afternoon of 

games, music, and 

trick or treating. Middle 

School Youth helped  

Rev. Caroline Lawson 

Dean and Christian 

Education Director Su-

san Anderson make 

this a fun event for the 

kids. 
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FRI. & SAT., NOV. 1 & 2 

 
PLYMOUTH PLAYERS - DINNER THEATER 

 

THE TALE OF THE DISPLACED MONSTERS 

Plymouth enjoyed both returning and new tal-

ent during the world debut of the "The Tale of 

the Displaced Monsters.” This original produc-

tion, written and directed by our very own 

Genee Figuieras, captured the hearts of almost 200 in the Mayflower Room. As one audi-

ence member proclaimed, "It’s hard to realize that those characters and musicians are 

people we see (and hear) every Sunday! The talent and enthusiasm in this original work 

was amazing, fun and spirit-building!"   
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YOUNG ADULTS FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
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This fellowship group was created by 

Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean and Mem-

bership Associate Liz Smith for Plym-

outh members and friends in their 20s and 30s. On November 10, an introductory ses-

sion was held during Fellowship Hour.   

 

 
PLYMOUTH HOSTS THE KU HORN ENSEMBLE 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

The KU Horn Ensemble's 

annual appearance at 

Plymouth added greatly 

to worship. It is always a 

pleasure to enhance wor-

ship with this fine en-

semble under the direc-

tion of Plymouth mem-

ber, Paul Stevens.    
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IMMIGRANT & REFUGEE ALLIANCE 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
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The Plymouth Immigrant 

and Refugee Alliance (PIRA), 

became a new initiative 

launched in 2019 by mem-

bers Chelsea Troyer, Cin-

dy Novelo, Becky Eason, and 

Tanya Sieber. PIRA’s mission 

is to create a more friendly, 

safe, and supporting environ-

ment for our immigrant and 

refugee neighbors through 

awareness, advocacy, and 

assistance. 

 
HOSPITALITY SUMMIT 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. These words are spoken each 

week at Plymouth, reminding us that to be Christian is to embrace inclusivity and the love 

of all. The Hospitality Summit, held in the fall of 2019, was an opportunity for people of 

Plymouth to come together and make a commitment to radical hospitality and extrava-

gant welcome. Over 50 members and friends attended this Hospitality Summit to discuss 

and brainstorm better ways Plymouth could become more welcoming. Three clear ways to 

be more welcoming were identified: Notice; Personal Attention; Excellent Follow-through. 

This summit also created Plymouth’s new 10-foot and three minute rules. The 10-foot rule 

challenges Plymouth members to greet everyone sitting or standing within 10 feet of you. 

The three minute rule challenges Plymouth members to spend three minutes talking to 

someone you don’t know well. 
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THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

Thanksgiving Sunday at Plymouth is one 

of the favorite Sundays of each year. 

We come together as a full congrega-

tion for one service that features music of the Gathering of Grace Band, the Plymouth 

Brass Ensemble and Chancel Choir. During the service we honor the commitment and 

love shown by our 50+ year members who have given so much to our community for so 

many years. Following the service the Fellowship Board hosted a massive feast that fed 

nearly 400 people. In 2019, as a part of Plymouth’s green initiative, members and friends 

were encouraged to bring their own silverware to the feast to cut down on plastic waste. 

    

 

 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

Christmas is a magical time at Plymouth 

and the decorated Church sets the stage. 

On November 30 over a dozen members 

of the congregation gathered to prepare 

the Church for welcoming the Christ child. 

Volunteer Katharine Weickert reminisced, 

"The first time we attended Plymouth, 

about 20 years ago, was because we wanted to hear beautiful Christmas music on Christ-

mas Eve. Now, 20 years and two children later, we can't imagine our family life without 

Plymouth's sacred space. It is where our children were baptized, where we joined in com-

munity with others who welcomed us on our journey, and where we were married, in early 

December, in a grace-filled sanctuary that just happened to be beautifully decorated for 

Christmas."  
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MAJOR CHORAL WORK - “MAGNIFICAT” 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

The second major work 

performed by the Chan-

cel Choir in 2019 was 

"Magnificat" by John 

Rutter. Choir member 

Richard Godbeer ex-

pressed, "I feel very 

privileged to be part of 

this friendly, welcom-

ing, committed group of 

music-makers and to have the opportunity to learn from Kim. This morning was such a 

beautiful, inspiring performance and the response from the congregation so clearly spon-

taneous and sincere ... "  And one audience member remarked, "The presentation by the 

choir and orchestra today was truly outstanding.” Thank you to Minister of Music and Fine 

Arts Kim Manz and the choir/orchestra members. Our wonderful collective experiences at 

Plymouth are so much more enhanced by the music department.    
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HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Purchases from this sale 

went to supporting Our 

Church’s Wider Mission, 

Justice Matters, the 

Plymouth Language Pro-

gram, and our Youth Ser-

vice Trip.  All baked 

goods were provided by 

Plymouth members and 

friends. This year’s profit 

was record breaking! 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean and the Plymouth Youth rung in the sounds and spirit of the 

season as they traveled around the city to sing to Plymouth members, at retirement com-

munities, and to people in need of a cheery Christmas pick-me-up. 
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This was the 10th Advent season that the Plymouth’s preschool through Middle School 

children presented “Our Family Memories of Christmas.” This production weaves the story 

of Jesus’ family into the fabric of stories from our own members. It brings older members 

together with our youngest as the Plymouth children bring these stories to life through 

narration, acting and music. Through it all, we are shown the meaning of the season - the 

connections and commitment to sharing love, joy, and hope with our own families. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 


